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Millennial Maze - Amilennialism 
 

By David Wayne 

 

I. Statement of the Doctrine 

 

 The term amillennialism is not a very happy one.  It suggests that amillennialists 

either do not believe in any millennium or that they simply ignore the first six verses of 

Revelation 20, which speak of a millennial reign.  Neither of these two statements is correct.  

Though it is true that amillennialists do not believe in a literal thousand year earthly reign 

which will follow the return of Christ, the term amillennialism is not an accurate description 

of  their view.  Jay E. Adams, in his book The Time is at Hand, has suggested that the term 

amillennialism be replaced by the expression realized millennialism.  The latter term, to be 

sure, describes the “amillennial position more accurately than the usual term, since  

“amillennialists believe that the millennium of Revelation 20 is not exclusively future but is 

now in the process of realization. The  

 expression realized millennialism, however, is a rather clumsy one, replacing a simple 

 prefx with a three syllable word.  Despite the disadvantages and limitations of the word,  

 therefore, I shall continue to use the shorter and more common term, amillennialism.  

  Amillennialists interpret the millennium mentioned in Revelation 20:4-6 as  

 describing the present reign of the souls of deceased believers with Christ in heaven.   

 They understand the binding of Satan mentioned in the first three verses of this chapter 

 as being in effect during the entire period between the first and second comings of Christ,  

 though ending shortly before Christ’s return. They teach that Christ will return after this 

 heavenly millennial reign.  

  Amillennialist further hold that the kingdom of God is now present in the world 

 as the victorious Christ is ruling his people by his Word and Spirit, though they also look 

 forward to a future, glorious, and perfect kingdom on the new earth in the life to come.  

 Despite the fact that Christ has won a decisive victory over sin and evil, the kingdom of  

 evil will continue to exist alongside of the kingdom of God until the end of the world.  

 Although we are already enjoying many eschatological blessings at the present time  

(inaugurated eschatology), we look forward to a climactic series of future events associated 

with the Second Coming of Christ which will usher in the final state (future 

 eschatology).  The so-called “signs of the times” have been present in the world from  

 the time of Christ’s first coming, but they will come to a more intensified, final manifes- 

 tation just before his Second Coming.  The amillennialist therefore expects the bringing  

‘ of the gospel to all nations and the conversion of the fulness of Israel to be completed 

 before Christ’s return.  He also looks to an intensified form of tribulation and apostasy 

  as well as for the appearance of a personal antichrist before the Second Coming.  

  The amillennialist understands the Second Coming of Christ to be a single event,  

 not one that involves two phases.  At the time of Christ’s return there will be a general  

 resurrection, both of believers and unbelievers.  After the resurrection, believers who are 

 then still alive shall be transformed and glorified.  These two groups, raised believers and  

 transformed believers are then caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. After 

 this “rapture” of all believers, Christ will complete his descent to earth, and conduct the 

 final judgment.  After the judgment unbelievers will be consigned to eternal punishment,  

 whereas believers will enjoy forever the blessings of the new heaven and the new earth. 

     Anthony A. Hoekema, The Bible and the Future, p. 175 
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II. Misconceptions about Amillennialism 
 

 A. Many of the same misconceptions as there are about postmillennialism.  
 

 B. Nobody in there right mind believes this stuff:  
 

  1. Nobody except . . .  
 

a.  Early Church Fathers - many, if not most early church fathers held to a  

view similar to amillennialism.  While it is not the same finely tuned view as 

held today it is fairly certain that many, if not most, of the apostolic fathers 

(people such as Polycarp, Clement) did not hold to premillennialism, rather 

something more akin to amillennialism or postmillennialism.  

   b. Jay Adams 

   c. Augustine (also claimed by postmillennialists) 

   d. Oswald T. Allis (also claimed by the postmillennialists) 

   e. Louis Berkhof 

   f. G. C. Berkouwer 

   g. William Cox 

   h. William Hendrikson 

   i. Anthony A. Hoekema 

   j. Abraham Kuyper 

   k. Phillip Mauro 

   l. Leon Morris 

   m. Herman Ridderbos 

   n. Geerhardus Vos 

   o. Bruce Waltke 

   p. E.J. Young 
 

  2. Some words of wisdom from C. S. Lewis on reading old books 
 

 I do not wish the ordinary reader to read no modern books.  But if he must read only the 

 new or only the old, I would advise him to read the old.  And I would give him this advice 

 simply because he is an amateur and therefore much less protected than the expert against 

 the dangers of an exclusively contemporary diet.  A new book is still on its trial and the  

 amateur is not in a position to judge it.  It has to be tested against the great body of 

 Christian thought down the ages, and al its hidden implications (often unsuspected by 

 the author himself) have to be brought to light.  Often it cannot be fully understood  

 without the knowledge of a good many other modern books.  If you join at eleven o’clock  

 a conversation which began at eight you will often not see the real bearing of what is  

 said.  Remarks which seem to you very ordinary will produce laughter or irritation and  

 you will not see why - the reason, of course, being that the earlier stages of the conver- 

 sation have given them a special point.  In the same way sentences in a modern book 

 which look quite ordinary may be directed “at” some other book: in this way you may  

 be led to accept what you would have indignantly rejected if you knew its real signifi- 

 cance.   The only safety is to have a standard of plain, central Christianity (‘mere  

 Christianity’ as Baxter called it) which puts the controversies of the moment in their  

 proper perspective.  
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 Every age has its own outlook.  It is specially good at seeing certain truths and specially 

 liable to make certain mistakes.  We all, therefore, need the books that will correct the 

 characteristic mistakes of our own period.  And that means the old books. . . . We may 

 be sure that the characteristic blindness of the twentieth century - the blindness about  

 which posterity will ask, ‘But how could they have thought that?” - lies where we have  

 never suspected it, and concerns something about which there is untroubled agreement  

 between Hitler and President Roosevelt or between Mr. H.G. Wells and Karl Barth.   

 None of us can fully escape this blindness, but we shall certainly increase it, and weaken 

 our guard against it, if we read only modern books.  

 

      C.S. Lewis, God in the Dock, pp. 201-202 

 

** What does this have to do with our subject?  Amillennialism (and it’s cousin, 

postmillennialism), is a view that has gone out of favor in our day, as newer and more novel 

views of the end times have ascended to primacy in the evangelical world.  Although there 

are some excellent recent amil books out there you will have to go to the older sources to 

find defenses of this position.  

 

 C. Amillennialism spiritualizes away Revelation 20.  

 

No, amillennialism seeks to interpret Revelation in a way that is consistent with the rest of 

the book of Revelation and the rest of Scripture.  

 

 D. Amillennialism ignores grammatical-historical exegesis.  

 

No, amillennialism uses grammatical-historical exegesis as one of several tools in the 

exegesis of eschatological passages and relies most heavily on the bedrock principle of 

biblical interpretation – the analogy of Scripture – that Scripture interprets Scripture.   

 

III. Biblical Rationale for Amillennialism  

 

 A. The clear interprets the unclear.  

 

  1. For example, the amillennialist would ask the question 

 

Which book is more clear, Matthew or Revelation.  Which is more clear, I 

Corinthians 15 or Revelation 20?  

 

2. If one is clear(er) than the other, shouldn’t the clear passage serve as the 

interpretive grid for the unclear.  
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 B. The New Testament forms the interpretive grid for the old.  
 

  1. Luke 24 
 

25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the 

prophets have spoken! 

    26 "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His 

glory?" 

    27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the 

things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 
   

** Notice that the entire Old Testament is prophetic of Christ - “Moses and all the 

prophets.”  They were slow and foolish for not recognizing that Christ was the 

fulfillment of OT prophecy.  
 

  2. I Cor. 10: 
 

11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our 

instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 
 

** Notice that the purpose of the Old Testament writings were to serve as an 

example for the church, the people “upon whom the ends of the ages have come.” 
 

 C. The New Testament Pattern of Eschatology (Representative Passages) 
 

  1. The End of the Age 
 

   a. Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 - Parable of the Wheats and the Tares 
 

Pattern - 1) Ministry of Christ (1
st
 coming)  - Farmer sows wheat, enemy 

sows tares.  2) Present Age - Both wheat and tares grow together until 3) The 

end of the age - Angels come and separate the wheat and the tares. Tares are 

removed from the kingdom, the righteous shine forth.  
 

   b.  Matthew 13:47-50 - Parable of the Dragnet 
    

Pattern - 1) & 2) Ministry of Christ and present age not discussed although if 

there is an “end of the age” it could be assumed that there is  

some kind of age that preceded it.  3) The end of the age - Angels come  

   and separate the good fish from the bad fish.  
 

   c. Matthew 25:31-46 - The sheep and the goats 
 

   Pattern 1) Ministry of Christ (1
st
 coming) not mentioned.  2) The only  

   reference to the present age is in the fact that it is deeds done in the  

   present age which form the basis for which the sheep and the goats are 

   judged. 3) The end of the age - angels come and separate the sheep and  

   the goats.  
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   Premillennial (Dispensational) View of the parable of the sheep and the 

   goats.  

 

   J. Dwight Pentecost 

“There must also be a group of believing Gentiles who can receive, through 

faith, the benefits of the covenants in His reign.  These groups go into the 

millennium in their natural bodies, saved, but not having experienced death 

and resurrection.”  

       Things to Come, p. 214 

  

   In Matthew 25:31-46 all Gentiles are brought before the Judge to 

   determine who will enter the millennium.  

       Things to Come, p. 349   

  

d. In each of the above passages, the pattern is that there is a first coming of 

Christ, followed by an age, i.e. the present age, followed by the end of the 

age and the eternal state.  In other words, there is a present age and an age to 

come which is the eternal state, not the present age followed by a millennial 

age followed by the eternal state.  
 

  2. The Jews Relationship to the Kingdom 
 

   a. Matthew 21:33-45 - Parable of the Vineyard 
 

   Pattern - 1) Landowner (God) plants a vineyard (the Kingdom), calls on  

   vine-growers (Jews) to work the vineyard 2) Vinegrowers (Jews) 

   reject landowners representatives (slaves - prophets) and kill son of  

   landowner (Jesus).  3) Landowner destroys Jews (70AD??) and transfers 

   (not postpones) kingdom.  

   *Note - that this is the correct interpretation is confirmed by verse 45.  
 

   b. Matthew 22:1-14 
 

   Pattern - 1)King prepares banquet for his son/sends out invitations   

   (Ministry of Jesus) 2) Invitees (Jews) reject invitation to come to the  

   wedding banquet and kill the messengers 3) King destroys the original  

   invitees (70AD??) and invites a new group.  Notice that the original 

invitees are not given a second chance to come to the banquet.  Once again, 

this shows that the kingdom has been transferred not postponed.  
 

   c. Matthew 23 - Woe to the Pharisees 
 

Pattern 1) & 2) verses 1-7 recount the history of God’s dealings with the 

nation of Israel. Verses 29-35 indicate that the Pharisees of Jesus’ day are 

   the representatives of all the Jewish rebellion against God till the present 

   time.  3) The house of Judaism (represented by the temple in ch. 24) is  

   to be destroyed.   
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   d. Matthew 24 - Destruction of the Temple/End of the Age 

 

   Note here that in this, Jesus’ most detailed explanation of “things to  

   come” an earthly millennial kingdom for the Jews is not mentioned.  

 

e. Summary and application - a key plank in the premillennial argument is 

that there is to be a millennial age where the kingdom is restored to the Jews.  

In the above mentioned prophetic passages there is no such indication given.  

The kingdom is simply taken from the Jews and given to the church with no 

indication that it is to be returned to the Jews.   

 

 


